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In the early twenty-first-century world countries faced dramatic changes in 

competitiveness through the development and implementation of innovations. It was 
found that especially those countries move faster towards the formation of innovative 

for improving health, education and raising living standards has increased. 
In this context, for Ukraine and other countries that have recently chosen the market 

path of development, the search for opportunities to provide innovative changes in the 
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-

development and of the formation, implementation and development of the human 

-
demic research in this sphere does not lose relevance for Ukraine.

The goal of the research is to prove the necessity to change the priorities of human 

a successful transformation into the innovative economy.
The analysis of the scientific literature showed that for a long time the thinkers 

the theory of human capital, which is connected with the names of T. Schulz and 

the system of various social investment in the social development.

-
ing opportunities of choice. One of the first who has seen the “expanding human 
choices” as a goal of development was W. Arthur Lewis. He connected this choice 
especially with increasing income, economic growth, the necessity to take into account 

However, the researcher didn’t foresee the actions to overcome the differentiation in 

Indian scientist Amartya Sen went further in his research – in the work “Devel-

in the unlimited expansion of production, economic growth and material prosperity, 

they consider worthy. 
A. Sen connected his approach to the development of society with the expanding 

-

Thanks A.Sen ideas the essence of the society development was defined as a pro-

-
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115CHANGING PRIORITIES OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AT THE STAGE OF TRANSFORMATION  

The concept comes from the fact that only economic growth does not always 
guarantee the social progress. This progress takes place only when the economy makes 

-
rial wealth, which means the access to the livelihood, which provide a worthy living. 

Therefore, the concept of human development is defined as the growth of human 

-

Human Development index (HDI)
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Fig. 1. Ukraine and other countries of the world  
in estimates of the human development index

Fig. 2. Ukraine and other countries of the world  
in estimates of expected span of life

Note that this situation is the result of the long underestimation of the role of 
social policy in favor of predominantly economic development paradigm. In Ukraine, 
despite the fact that the theory of human capital and the concept of human develop-
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As analysis shows, among all the components of human development in Ukraine, 
-
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Fig. 3. Ukraine and other countries of the world  
in estimates of the years of schooling

Fig. 4. Ukraine and other countries of the world  

Annual GDP per capita is an indicator of welfare. In Ukraine, it doesn’t reach 
seven thousand dollars, it is 4–6 times lower in comparison with developed Euro-

priorities in favor of intensive social development.
In the process of our research we have analyzed the dynamics of the Human 

for the 27 regions of Ukraine for the period from year 2000 to 2011 are presented 
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1

Regions of the country
Trend coefficients Trend

Type of hdi change
a

Crimea 0.561 –0.007 decreasing

Vinnytsia region 0.538 –0.011 decreasing

Volyn region 0.488 0.000

Dnipropetrovsk region 0.489 –0.001 decreasing

Donetsk region 0.426 –0.002 decreasing

Zhytomyr region 0.488 –0.004 decreasing

Transcarpathian region 0.545 –0.005 decreasing

Zaporozhye region 0.500 –0.003 decreasing

Ivano-Frankivsk region 0.496 –0.001 decreasing

Kiev region 0.511 0.002 increasing

Kirovograd region 0.491 –0.007 decreasing

Lugansk region 0.401 0.003 increasing

Lviv region 0.547 –0.006 decreasing

Mykolaiv region 0.466 0.002 increasing

Odessa region 0.481 –0.002 decreasing

Poltava region 0.561 –0.005 decreasing

Rivne region 0.511 –0.002 decreasing

Sumy region 0.466 –0.001 decreasing

Ternopil region 0.521 –0.004 decreasing

Kharkiv region 0.548 0.001 increasing

Kherson region 0.467 0.000

Khmelnytsky region 0.523 –0.001 decreasing

Cherkasy region 0.536 –0.006 decreasing

Chernivtsi region 0.506 –0.003 decreasing

Chernigiv region 0.496 –0.003 decreasing

Kyiv 0.701 –0.001 decreasing

Sevastopol 0.581 0.000

1 
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119CHANGING PRIORITIES OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AT THE STAGE OF TRANSFORMATION  

of HDI. This proves the necessity to intensify the scientific research towards find-
ing the ways to promote human development as a prerogative for the most regions 
of the country.

priority of the index constituents’ impact on the regional human development. Taking 
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2000 0.394 0.629 0.508 0.451 0.435 0.673 0.568 0.974 0.593 0.577

2001 0.328 0.645 0.458 0.479 0.419 0.628 0.576 0.965 0.638 0.565

2002 0.344 0.721 0.532 0.466 0.413 0.554 0.531 0.963 0.543 0.558

2003 0.373 0.618 0.510 0.467 0.412 0.519 0.520 0.982 0.538 0.546

2004 0.293 0.559 0.514 0.458 0.390 0.552 0.478 0.951 0.491 0.519
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2005 0.340 0.621 0.413 0.458 0.353 0.531 0.477 0.793 0.487 0.493

2006 0.346 0.592 0.445 0.450 0.374 0.509 0.531 0.792 0.440 0.495

2007 0.345 0.541 0.406 0.441 0.382 0.561 0.460 0.717 0.426 0.474

2008 0.327 0.637 0.477 0.437 0.393 0.582 0.513 0.713 0.613 0.515

2009 0.351 0.753 0.520 0.427 0.449 0.653 0.472 0.691 0.569 0.537

2010 0.404 0.683 0.362 0.422 0.455 0.548 0.410 0.655 0.565 0.494

2011 0.437 0.644 0.458 0.417 0.502 0.457 0.415 0.648 0.461 0.491

human development programmes taking into account the determined priority HDI 
components in order to influence positively its value in all regions of Ukraine. In this 

general sum of index value.

Country
Human Development Index and its components

HDIC ESL MYS EYS GNP

1 Norway 0.943 81.1 12.6 17.3 47 557

2 Australia 0.929 81.9 12.0 18.0 34 431

3 Netherlands 0.910 80.7 11.6 16.8 36 402

4 USA 0.910 78.5 12.4 16.0 43 017

5 New Zealand 0.908 80.7 12.5 18.0 23 737

6 Canada 0.908 81.0 12.1 16.0 35 166

7 Ireland 0.908 80.6 11.6 18.0 29 322

8 Liechtenstein 0.905 79.6 10.3 14.7 83 717

9 Germany 0.905 80.4 12.2 15.9 34 854
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121CHANGING PRIORITIES OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AT THE STAGE OF TRANSFORMATION  

10 Sweden 0.904 81.4 11.7 15.7 35 837

11 Switzerland 0.903 82.3 11.0 15.6 39 924

12 Japan 0.901 83.4 11.6 15.1 32 295

13 Hong Kong 0.898 82.8 10.0 15.7 44 805

14 Iceland 0.898 81.8 10.4 18.0 29 354

15 Korea 0.897 80.6 11.6 16.9 28 230

16 Denmark 0.895 78.8 11.4 16.9 34 347

17 Israel 0.888 81.6 11.9 15.5 25 849

18 0.886 80.0 10.9 16.1 33 357

19 Austria 0.885 80.9 10.8 15.3 35 719

20 France 0.884 81.5 10.6 16.1 30 462

21 Slovenia 0.884 79.3 11.6 16.9 24 914

22 Finland 0.882 80.0 10.3 16.8 32 438

23 Spain 0.878 81.4 10.4 16.6 26 508

24 Italy 0.874 81.9 10.1 16.3 26 484

25 0.867 80.0 10.1 13.3 50 557

26 Singapore 0.866 81.1 8.8 14.4 52 569

27 0.865 77.7 12.3 15.6 21 405

28 UK 0.863 80.2 9.3 16.1 33 296

29 Greece 0.861 79.9 10.1 16.5 23 747

30 0.846 76.5 9.3 13.3 59 993

Sustainability and Equity: A Better Future for All. Transl. from English.; 

Pobrane z czasopisma Annales H - Oeconomia http://oeconomia.annales.umcs.pl
Data: 12/07/2026 10:34:08



122 ANNA SEMYKINA

Analysis of components’ influence on the Human Development Index reveals 

-

scientists who follow the concept that economic component (which, actually the GNP 

confirms the validity of another concept, that social component (which is presented 

has a priority impact on the human development.

Component Designation Priority
average min max

Expected span of life, years ESL 58.6 55.7 60.9 1

Main years of schooling, years MYS 19.0 15.6 21.7 2

Expected years of schooling, years EYS 17.4 14.9 19.3 3

Gross National Product, dollars GNP 4.9 3.0 11.0 4

N

To prove our concept we have made the similar calculations performed with the 

 

However, the Model 3 also shows that the strongest impact on the general HDI 

Pobrane z czasopisma Annales H - Oeconomia http://oeconomia.annales.umcs.pl
Data: 12/07/2026 10:34:08



123CHANGING PRIORITIES OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AT THE STAGE OF TRANSFORMATION  

Component Designation Priority
average min max

Expected span of life, years ESL 72.9 65.5 81.1 1

Main years of schooling, years MYS 22.1 13.9 28.3 2

Expected years of schooling, years EYS 0.0 0.0 0.0 4

Gross National Product, dollars GNP 4.9 1.0 15.4 3

N

Thus, we have a reason to suppose that social components, such as expected span 
of life, main and expected years of schooling are more influential in the terms of 
human development than solely economic, such as Gross National Product. As we 

– expected span of life and Gross National Product in our model of Human Develop-

The results of the analysis prove the necessity to change the priorities of human 
development in Ukraine in favor of the social component. Moving to the innovative 

conditions, the state of development of education, health care system in Ukraine and 
will provide an expanding opportunities for population’s self-realization in career and 

determination of the social innovations’ role in the formation of country human capital.

1. Shultz T., Human Capital in the International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, N.Y., 1968, vol. 6.
2. Human Capital: a theoretical and empirical analysis, with special reference to edu-

cation
New York, 1975.
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M., 2004, 430 p.
5. Human Development Report 1990, Concept and measurement of human development. 
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